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were through a gut. Befides it has no fupport of any 
fix'd point, but is always fwimming in the ditch- 
water, and fhews no great local motion. We faw 
other infecls preying upon it, which refemble fmall 
hogs, and are exceffive bufy in eating of its leaves, 
which are probably the caufe of its looking fo bleak 
and withered when dead. I remain, 

S I R, 

Your moft humble 

Bruflels, Sept. 20, and obedient fervant, 

r 755- 

T. Brady. 



XLI. AJhort Account of fome new Aftrono- 
mical and Phyjical Obfervations made in 
Afia ; and communicated to Matthew 
Maty, M. D. F. R. S. by his Excellency 
Mr. Porter, his Maje/lys Ambajfador at 
Conftantinople, and F. R. S. 

Couftantinople, May 17, 1755. 
Read Nov. 6, 1* Send you inclofed the extract of a 
J[_ French letter I received from a per- 
fon of great abilities, whofe hiftory I cannot imme- 
diately communicate to you. It was fent me by the 
conful of Aleppo. The author is perfectly verfed 
in moft branches of phyiics, as well as in the art of 
healing. 

K k 2 ExtraSi 
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ExtraB of a French Letter, tranfmitted to 
his Excellency James Porter, Efq\ by the 
Englifh Conful at Aleppo. 

Sina, Dec. 14, 1754. 

I Have determin'd, with the utmoft exadtnefs, feve- 
ral latitudes and longitudes. You know, Sir, of 
what importance it is to have in the eaft fome fixed 
points, by means of which, as well as itineraries, one 
might conftruct more correct maps than thofe, which 
have hitherto been published. I have the honour to 
communicate to you fome latitudes of the principal 
places, which I have obferved, and my obfervation 
of a ftar's occultation by the moon. 

Aleppo. Lat. North - « - 36 h iz' 

Mount Caffius - - - 36 4 

Seleucia in Syria - - - 36 3 

Antioch - - - - 36 10 

Diarbekir - - - - 37 54 

Bagdad - - • 33 »9 54" 

Immerfion of «. Virginis under the Moon, obferved June 10, 1753, 
at Diarbekir, near the Seraglio of the Bachaw. 

1753, June 10. Altitudes of O at g* 56' 4" a. m. 30 A 

O 58 ss - 30 B 

O 10 4 13 - 28 30' C 

O 7 4 - 28 30 D 

Correfponding Obferv. p. m. A 2 3 32 

B 2 - 43 

C 1 55 28 

D 1 52 3s 

The Immerfion of the Star was obferved June 10, at Q b 48' 4." 

at night. 
The Emerfion - - - - 9 39 47 

Tune 



C 253 ] 



Jane it. Altitudes of the Sun. a. m. Correfponding Obferr. p. m. 

O 7" 28' 13" © 58° 30'") . - 4 h 28' 53" 

• - - 4 26 15 

4 21 16 

4 18 36 



O 7" 28' 13" © 58° 30'} 

7 jo 54 © 58 3° I 

7 35 S3 © $7 f 

7 38 33 O 57 J 



Sina, or Sneirne, in Mr. de Lille's Maps. 
Lat. North. 30 9' 

34 23' 35" That Village is no farther diftant from 
Hamadan than 8 common Leagues, of 25 to a Degree. 

I have begun my obfervations upon aftronomical 
refradtions, which here are fomewhat lefs than in 
Europe. I think myfelf fure, that the vaft number 
of ftars, which one imagines to fee in Europe, in a 
clear winter-night, is not a mere illufion caufed by 
the fcintillations of the ftars, marked in the cata- 
logues, and upon Blaew's globes ; but that it comes 
from thofe very ftars, which here we obferve at Am- 
ple fight, and in Europe, only by means of fhort 
telefcopes, as the air there is much more loaded with 
vapours than it is* here. Yet, whatever travellers 
may fay, I always obferved here fome fcintillations,. 

That the nitre is produced by a combination of 
the univerfal acid with the natrum of the ancients, 
appears by my obfervations. The afafcetida is drawn 
from a ferulaceous plant of the thapfia kind, which 
plant is very common in Media, &c. I have had the 
good luck to find the fmall nardus Indica : It is a 
gramineous plant, of which fome bear fpicaceous 
flowers, both male and female, and others only fe- 
male ones. I fend you fome feeds of this plant. 
It is a valuable thing to botanifts, as they are hi- 
therto ignorant of the true genus of this plant, tho* 
the root is in ufe ever fince the age of Diofcorides. 

I have 
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I have dried about two thoufand plants, among 
which are feveral new genera, and fome fpecies hi- 
therto undefcribed. 

I fometimes amufe myfelf with electricity. This 
country is fo dry, that the experiments often fucceed 
without any ftand of bitumen, pitch, filk, glafs, &c. 
Our carpets and beavers are moftly fufficient to re- 
tain the electrical virtue, and prevent its fpreading to 
the floor. Ten men ftanding upright, one before the 
other, have been made electrical, and, being touched, 
have produced fparks. 



XLII. Some Ohfervations proving, that the 
Fcetus is in part nourifhed by the Liquor 
Ar/inii. By Malcolm Fleming, M. £>. 

Read Nov. i3>T3Efides the myfterious affair of gene- 
' 755 ' Jl3 rat i°n, befides the manner of the 
formation of the embryo, and the changes it under- 
goes, while it continues extremely fmall, concerning 
all which we fhall ever remain very much in the 
dark j there are not a few things relating even to 
the mature fcetus, which create matter of difpute 
amongft anatomifts and phyfiologifts. Of thefe the 
manner of its nourifhment in utero is not the leaft 
important. 

The prefent ftate of the controverfy concerning 
this matter turns on the following precife point, to 
wit, whether the fcetus in utero be nourifhed folely 
by the blood, which is tranfmitted to it through the 

umbilical 



